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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT PAK TO PREDIDENT FORD 

EMBASSY OFFICER CALLED TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AFTERNOON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, TO RECEIVE REPLY TO 
PRESIDENT FORD S SEPTEMBER 7 LETTER TO PRESIDENT PAK. IN 
PROVIDING COPY OF LETTER, AMERICA BUREAU CHIEF PAK SANG- 
YONG SAID AMBASSADOR HAHM HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO PRESENT 
LETTER TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY HUMMEL SEPTEMBER 20 
WASHINGTON TIME, ALTHOUGH ACTUAL PRESENTATION HAD NOT 
YET BEEN CONFIRMED. TEXT OF LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 13 
IS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

1 WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF SEPTEMBER 7, 19976, 
CONVEYED TO ME THROUGH AMBASSADOR SNEIDER. 

IT IS SATISFYING TO NOTE THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
HAVE THWARTED THE NORTH KOREAN SCHEME BY TAKING 
APPROPRIATE COUNTER-MEASURES AGAINST THE GRAVE ACT OF 
PROVOCATION COMMITTED BY NORTH KOREA IN THE JOINT 
SECURITY AREA AT PANMUNJOM ON AUGUST 18 AND THAT A NEW 
ARRANGEMENT HAS NOW BEEN MADE IN ORDER TO ASSURE THE 
SAFETY OF OUR PERSONNEL AND PREVENT THE RECURRENCE OF 
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I FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE ON 
ALERT INASMUCH AS THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS 
NEW ARRANGEMENT WOULD ENTIRELY DEPEND UPON THE SINCERITY 
ON THE PART OF NORTH KOREAN COMMUNISTS IN VIEW OF THEIR 
NUMEROUS VIOLATIONS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT IN THE 
PAST. 

SINCE THE STRENGTH IS THE ONLY TERM THAT IS FEARED 
MOST BY THE COMMUNIST REGIMES, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE TO DEAL 
WITH ANY TYPE OF NORTH KOREAN PROVOCATIONS IN A FIRM 
AND STRONG MANNER AS HAS BEEN MANIFESTED IN OUR JOINT 
STATEMENT OF SEPTEMBER 6. 

AS IN THE PAST, THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WILL CONTINUE 
TO EXERT THE MANIMUM EFFORTS TO PREVENT THE RECURRENCE 
OF HOSTILITIES AND EASE TENSIONS ON THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA, WHILE CONSTANTLY MAINTAINING VIGILANCE 
AGAINST ANY POSSIBILITIES OF NORTH KOREAN MISCAL- 
CULATIONS AND PROVOCATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA WILL KEEP ON STRIVING FOR THE 
FURTHERANCE OF ITS NATIONAL STRENGTH IN THE INTEREST 
OF PEACE AND STABILITY. 

I EARNESTLY HOPE THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES COULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THIS REGION BY 
FURTHER CONSOLIDATING OUR CLOSE COOPERATIVE RELATIONS 
WHICH ARE BOUND BY THE SPECIAL TIES BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. WE HAVE AMPLY DEMONSTRATED THIS IN 
OUR JOINT RESPONSE TO THE PANMUNJOM INCIDENT. 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU IN YOUR ENDEAVORS FOR WORLD 
PEACE AND WELFARE OF MANKIND. 

SINCERELY. PARK CHUNG HEE. END QUOTE 
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